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ABSTRACT

Pronunciation is one of the important elements of basic speaking skills. It is related to how human beings produce
sounds by using their articulatory organs of speech. Pronunciation plays an important role in communication to avoid
pronunciation errors that can lead to misunderstandings in communication between the speaker and the listener. This
fact points out that learning pronunciation is very important for English Foreign Language (EFL) and English as a
Second Language (ESL) learners. An appropriate English textbook is needed to facilitate learners’ needs as foreign
language learners. Indonesia’s Government, through the Ministry of Education and Culture, has appointed English
in Mind as one of the main English textbooks for the Independence Curriculum, especially at the Junior High School
level. This study aims to analyze the distribution of both consonant and vowel phonemes found in English in Mind,
to evaluate the content and to find out whether this book has accommodated all the materials needed by teachers for
teaching English pronunciation. In this study, the researcher used a qualitative research methodology that focused
on descriptive qualitative. The data is needed by using a literature study and interview. A literature study was used
to gather all data required for the analysis of consonant and vowel phoneme distribution. The data are taken from an
English in Mind textbook, Students’ Book 1. Meanwhile, the interview was established to get more insight from the
English teachers related to the importance of teaching pronunciation, the impact of phoneme differences in Indonesia
and English, factors affecting pronunciation learning, pronunciation learning strategies, and the use of English in
Mind textbook in teaching English pronunciation. In this research, it was found that some consonant and vowel
phonemes in English could not be found at the initial and final of the English in Mind textbook. The consonant and
vowel sounds are /y/, /3/, v/, la:/, Iwl, i/, Ih/, lel, e/, 13:/, A/, and /o/. Meanwhile, there are all consonant and vowel
phoneme sounds found in the middle part. Based on the interview results, all informants agreed that teaching English
pronunciation is important to be taught to learners in the classroom. Then, the differences between Indonesian and
English phonemes can affect learners’ pronunciation skills. They always include English pronunciation material in
every lesson in the classroom. In addition, there are differences from the informants regarding teaching English
pronunciation through the English in Mind textbook. Furthermore, all informants shared the same opinion that they
had encountered pronunciation mistakes made by learners.
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ABSTRAK

Pengucapan merupakan salah satu bagian elemen yang penting dalam kemampuan dasar berbicara. Hal ini terkait
dengan bagaimana manusia menghasilkan suara dengan menggunakan organ artikulatoris bicara mereka.
Pengucapan memainkan peran penting dalam komunikasi untuk menghindari kesalahan pengucapan yang dapat
menyebabkan kesalahpahaman dalam berkomunikasi antara pembicara dan pendengar. Fakta ini menunjukkan
bahwa mempelajari pelafalan sangat penting bagi pembelajar bahasa asing (EFL) dan Bahasa kedua (ESL). Sebuah
buku teks bahasa Inggris yang tepat sangat dibutuhkan untuk memfasilitasi kebutuhan peserta didik sebagai
pembelajar bahasa asing. Pemerintah Indonesia melalui Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan telah
menetapkan buku English in Mind sebagai salah satu buku pelajaran bahasa Inggris utama untuk Kurikulum
Merdeka, khususnya di tingkat Sekolah Menengah Pertama. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis distribusi
bunyi fonem konsonan dan vokal yang terdapat dalam English in Mind, untuk mengevaluasi dan mengetahui apakah
isi buku teks pelajaran tersebut telah memenuhi kebutuhan para pendidik untuk mengajarkan pelafalan bahasa
Inggris. Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif yang berfokus pada kualitatif
deskriptif. Data yang dibutuhkan dan dikumpulkan dalam penelitian ini menggunakan studi literatur dan
wawancara. Studi literatur digunakan untuk mengumpulkan semua data yang diperlukan untuk analisis bunyi fonem
konsonan dan vokal. Data tersebut diambil dari sebuah buku teks English in Mind, Student’s Book 1. Selain itu,
teknik wawancara dilakukan untuk mendapatkan informasi dari guru-guru bahasa Inggris terkait pentingnya
pengajaran pelafalan dalam bahasa Inggris, dampak perbedaan fonem di Bahasa Indonesia dan Bahasa inggris,
faktor yang mempengaruhi pembelajaran pengucapan, strategi pembelajaran pengucapan, dan penggunaan buku
teks English in Mind dalam pengajaran pronunciation. Dalam penelitian ini, diketahui bahwa beberapa fonem
konsonan dan vokal dalam bahasa Inggris tidak dapat ditemukan di bagian awal dan akhir pada buku teks bahasa
Inggris English in Mind. Bunyi konsonan dan vokal tersebut adalah /y/, /3/, /v/, /u:/, W/, /j/, /h/, /ee/, /e/, /3:/, /a/, dan
/v/. Sementara itu, terdapat semua bunyi fonem konsonan dan vokal yang ditemukan pada bagian middle.
Berdasarkan hasil wawancara, seluruh narasumber sependapat bahwa pengajaran pelafalan Bahasa Inggris
merupakan hal yang penting untuk diajarkan kepada peserta didik di dalam kelas. Mereka setuju bahwa perbedaan
fonem yang terdapat dalam bahasa Indonesia dan bahasa Inggris dapat mempengaruhi kemampuan pengucapan

233


mailto:Milaadindaa@gmail.com
mailto:zuhad_ahmad@ymail.com

Unika Atma Jaya, 28-30 Mei 2024

pada peserta didik. Mereka juga selalu mencantumkan materi English pronunciation pada setiap pembelajaran.
Selain itu, terdapat perbedaan dari para informan mengenai pengajaran English pronunciation melalui buku teks
bahasa Inggris English in Mind. Terakhir, semua narasumber berpendapat sama bahwa mereka pernah menemukan
kesalahan pengucapan yang dilakukan oleh peserta didik.

Kata kunci: Pengajaran bahasa Inggris, pengucapan bahasa Inggris, Buku Teks bahasa Inggris English in Mind.

INTRODUCTION

English is a foreign language that has become an international language and is used almost all over the
world. In learning English, there are general skills that must be mastered. These include listening skills,
reading skills, writing skills, and speaking skills. As a foreign language learner, practicing pronouncing
words in English is certainly not easy. Therefore, practicing speaking should be linked to learning how to
pronounce the vocabulary correctly. It aims to find out whether the pronunciation of a word is correct or
not. Pronunciation is also an important point for the foreign language learner to avoid pronunciation errors
that can cause misunderstandings in communication and be able to convey the messages well.

According to (Kissova, 2019) pronunciation is one of the most important basic skills and must be
mastered by students to speak effectively and fluently. Students who have good pronunciation skills not
only increase their self-confidence but also improve the listener’s understanding in communicating. As
stated by (Prashant, 2018) pronunciation has an important role in communication that will affect the listener.
If the spoken word is changed or incorrect, then it will also change the meaning of the word. Some examples
include buy-bye, sea-see, and sheep-ship. Therefore, as a foreign language learner, English teachers need
to check, listen, and practice pronouncing English vocabulary if there is still vocabulary that is difficult to
pronounce.

Pronunciation is one of the common problem factors that can affect the ability of a foreign language
learner. (Tambunsaribu & Simatupang, 2021) stated that a common problem for English language learners
when speaking is difficulty pronouncing words in English. Because there are significant differences
between the sounds in Indonesian and English. In addition, (Plailek & Essien, 2021) argued that speaking
English is not saying words or sentences, but clear pronunciation is an important aspect that must be
considered in communicating. Pronunciation problems will have an impact on their communicative
abilities. Thus, the role of the English teacher is important in teaching English pronunciation to students
during the learning process. It will make the students feel helped and know the vocabulary mistakes they
have pronounced. Apart from that, it can also improve their English pronunciation skills.

In addition, to improve students’ English pronunciation skills, an English teacher needs a learning
media that can support the teaching and learning process in the classroom. One of the learning media that
is still used as a learning resource is textbooks. (Ayu & Indrawati, 2019) stated that teaching resources
function as guidelines that can help teachers convey information and achieve the objectives of material in
carrying out the teaching process in the classroom. There are many textbooks including English textbooks
available to support the learning process. It is important for teachers to evaluate and identify textbooks that
suit the needs of students (Mutiara Ayu, 2020).

Textbooks used by educators must be able to shape students to achieve independent learning
patterns. The students also are expected to be able to understand the subject matter and solve a problem
contained in their textbook (Rahmawati, 2016) In addition, the textbooks selected and used must follow the
learning objectives of the curriculums in schools based on the character values of the curriculum in
Indonesia (Arfani et al., 2022). Textbooks have an important role as part of the main learning resource and
are still used in the world of education. It can help the students in improving their thinking process abilities.
In addition, the success of learning objectives is influenced by textbooks if the book is included in a book
that has a good standard (Eki Saputra, 2021).

In accordance with the decision of the Minister of Education, Culture, Research and Technology
of the Republic of Indonesia Number 064/H/P/2022 concerning the Determination of Main Textbooks for
Primary and Secondary Education in Education Units Implementing the Independent Curriculum
Implementation. Based on the Minister of Education’s decision, there is one English textbook that is used
as the main learning resource in the independent curriculum at the education unit level for teachers and
students. The English textbook is “English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1” by Puchta and
Stranks, published by Cambridge University Press.

In the English textbook “English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 17, there are symbols of
English phonemes such as consonants, vowels and diphthongs. However, there are not many of the
phoneme symbols. The phoneme symbols contained in the English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book
1 textbook might be able to help English teachers in teaching English pronunciation to students. The
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students can understand the phonetic symbols and know how to properly pronounce the English vocabulary
contained in the textbook.

In this study, the researcher is interested in conducting research on the importance of teaching
English pronunciation by using the English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 textbook. It aims to
find out and obtain information on the perceptions of English teachers regarding the importance of teaching
English pronunciation using English textbooks. Therefore, this study focuses on two research, namely:

1.  What are the perceptions of English teachers regarding the importance of learning to teach English
pronunciation?

2. Does the English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 meet the needs of English teachers in
teaching pronunciation to students?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Phonemes are the smallest units of sound in a language that can produce certain meaningful communication
(Havid, 2023). Vowel and consonant phonemes are produced from two different sounds. Vocal sounds are
produced without any obstruction in the vocal tract when air flows from the lungs (Hidayat & Jufrizal,
2019). Meanwhile, according to (Fromkin et al., 2011) in the book “ An Introduction to Language” page
232 states that consonant sounds are sound produced due to resistance in the vocal tract when air flows
from the lungs. Thus, the sounds in language are part of the pronunciation process produced by the human
speech apparatus. In other words, pronunciation is the result of the sound that is uttered when pronouncing
vocabulary and is directly related to speaking.

Pronunciation is a fundamental part of the language used in oral communication. Clear pronunciation
can form efficient and good communication from pronunciation (Tolibovna, 2023). Therefore,
pronunciation is one of the important things to learn and understand for English language learners. By
learning English pronunciation, students are able to have good pronunciation skills when speaking English.
According to (Mulatsih, 2018) stated that pronunciation involves the proper use of word emphasis, rhythm,
articulation and intonation in spoken language. Learning correct pronunciation involves the articulation of
words and sounds which requires repetition and correcting pronunciation errors (Gilakjani, 2016). Learning
English pronunciation is certainly not easy. If there is a mispronunciation in English, it will have an impact
on changing the meaning of the word in the language (Setyowati et al., 2017).

Thus, teaching English pronunciation is an important thing to do in the learning process. It aims to
improve students’ ability to learn English pronunciation correctly (Useini, 2019). Someone who has good
pronunciation can convey the meaning of a word or sentence in English. Thus, the listener can understand
what the speaker said (Prashant, 2018). There are two basic principles and objectives in teaching
pronunciation. The principle is to consider the purpose and content of learning materials for teaching
pronunciation. It aims to acquire the ability to pronounce sounds that are similar to native speakers and be
able to produce the pronunciation of language sounds that can be clearly understood despite imperfect
accents (Rosalia et al., 2021).

According to (Kenworthy, 1987) in the book “Teaching and Learning Pronunciation” stated that there
are some important aspects of the teacher’s role in teaching and learning pronunciation to students, among
them:

1. The teachers can convince students that the importance of proper and clear pronunciation can aim

to make communication easier.

2. The teachers can emphasize to the students that the goal of learning pronunciation is clarity and
efficiency in communication. It means that the speaker can convey the message clearly. Apart from
that, the listener can receive information and respond well to the speaker.

3. The teachers can show their concern by paying attention to students’ pronunciation problems
regarding the students’ success and abilities.

4. The teachers can also have a better opportunity in teaching pronunciation to be able to achieve good
results for students in the learning process of English pronunciation.

Based on the opinions of several studies. It can be concluded that pronunciation is one of the general basic
skills in English that is important to learn and understand for foreign language learners. The learners can
have good pronunciation skills when speaking English. In addition, educators need to teach pronunciation
in English language learning classes. Thus, it can help the students improve their ability to learn English
pronunciation correctly.

METHODOLOGY RESEARCH
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In this study, the researcher conducted a study at Muhammadiyah 1 Jakarta Junior High School. The
research method in this study used a qualitative research method with a narrative research type. According
to (Murdiyanto, 2020) in the book “Qualitative Research Methods” in chapter 3 page 26 stated that the main
purpose of qualitative research is to understand the overall phenomenon that focuses on the problem under
study. It is done to gain a deep understanding before developing the theory.

Data collection technique is a method used to collect data in research. The data collection
techniques used in this study are interviews and documentation. The interview design in this research was
structured, and the method of conducting interviews was carried out directly to obtain data in the form of
information from the results of interviews to each source. In addition, the form of documentation used in
this research is a communication tool used by the researcher to record sound and video during the interview
process. (Wasil, 2022) stated that documentation is a form of visual data collection process that can be done
in quantitative and qualitative research.

Meanwhile, the qualitative data analysis process in this study used the Miles and Huberman data
analysis model. The book “ Qualitative Research Methods” written by (Murdiyanto, 2020) explained that
there are some stages of data analysis of qualitative methods in the model by Miles and Huberman in 1994,
such as data collection, data reduction, data presentation and conclusion drawing.

In this study, the first stage carried out is the data collection stage using the interview method with
English teachers as sources. After the data was collected from the interviews, the researchers conducted a
data reduction stage process from the results of the interview data collection that had been carried out. The
process of this data reduction stage process is carried out by determining and summarizing to be simplified
the results of interview data information with sources. The next stage is the data presentation stage. At this
stage of the process, the results of the source information that has been carried out in the reduction stage
are then arranged in text form. Then, the last is the conclusion drawing stage. The conclusion-drawing stage
the last stage is taken from the results of the data findings that have been obtained and also analyzed in the
previous stages.

RESULTS AND FINDINGS

In English, there are 12 vowel phonemes and 24 consonant phonemes. The vowel sounds are /1/, /e/, /A/,
ol 1al, vl lel, 11/, 13:1, la:/, hai/, /a:/. Meanwhile, consonant sounds include /b/, /p/, /t/, /d/, /k/, g/, /11, Iv1,
/m/, In/, I/, /sl, Iz/, Iwl, I/, It/, [i/, Ih/, 18/, 18/, /1, tf7, I3/, /d3/. In this study, it was discovered that several
consonant and vowel phonemes in English cannot be found at the beginning and end of the English textbook
English in Mind. The consonant phoneme sounds that are not present in the initial include /n/ and /3/. While
the vowel phonemes sound that are not there are /o/ and /u:/. Then, for consonant phonemes that are not in
the final part include: /w/, /j/ and /h/. Finally, the vowel phonemes that are not found in the final part are
l&l, lel, /3:/, /a/ and /v/.

Based on the results of interviews with informants, it was found that several problem factors can
affect pronunciation problems in students. The first factor is influenced by the situation that students are
accustomed to Indonesian as their mother tongue. The use of the mother tongue which is more dominant
causes students to experience difficulties when pronouncing certain vocabulary contained in English with
phonemes which are defined as the smallest sound unit that distinguishes meaning and is symbolized by
letters as sound symbols.

The second factor is because English is a foreign language or a new language for the students. On
average, those who study in elementary school have not yet learned a foreign language such as English.
This can make students unaccustomed to improving their English-speaking skills. Another factor, some
phoneme sounds in English don’t exist in Indonesia. Therefore, English teachers always insert
pronunciation material during the process of English activities such as speaking, reading, and vocabulary
in the classroom. The errors in pronunciation can change the meaning and cause misunderstandings in
communication.

During the process of English learning activities in the classroom, English teachers often find
mistakes in the pronunciation of English spoken by students. It is caused by some vocabulary in English
having a different pronunciation from how it is written. One example of the vocabulary is “cup”. It must
be read with the sound /k/ and not /c/, then /a/ and not /u/. Therefore, the vocabulary “cup” in English is
transcribed with the phonetic symbol as follows /kap/. In addition, some vocabulary words in English
have similar pronunciations but have different meanings, such as the words “she”, “sea”, and “see” which
are pronounced similarly by students. The word “she” is pronounced /fi:/, but the words “sea” and “see”
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are pronounced with /si:/. Finally, some letters in English vocabulary are not pronounced, and the term is
known as silent letters. Some examples are the word “knew” which is pronounced as /ni:/ and the word
“listen” which is pronounced as /lis.on/.

Some interviewees stated that the different phonemes in English and Indonesian can affect
students’ pronunciation. Meanwhile, one of the informants stated that students’ pronunciation skills were
not affected by the differences in phonemes in the two languages. This could be caused because the
student’s mother tongue is not English. It makes it difficult for them to pronounce these sounds. Therefore,
the students need habituation to pronounce some phonemes and learn phonetic symbols in English. Thus,
clear pronunciation is needed when speaking English.

The English teachers interviewed had the same opinion about the importance of teaching
pronunciation. They all said that teaching pronunciation is an important thing to teach to students. By
teaching English pronunciation in the classroom, the students can have clear and correct pronunciation
skills. So that there is no misunderstanding when communicating caused by pronunciation errors which
can change the meaning of the spoken word. It aims to train students to be able to speak almost the same
as native speakers.

In addition, all interviewees also stated that teaching pronunciation is a challenging thing to teach
to students. It is due to several reasons, including the writing in English is different from the way it is
pronounced. Besides that, there are some consonant and vowel phonemes in English but not in Indonesian.
Meanwhile, not all the students’ mother tongue is English. Then, the students who are not used to
communicating orally and writing using English.

English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 is a textbook source used by English teachers.
In this English textbook, there is still no information about phonetic symbols, and it also does not cover
all phonemes in English. This textbook focuses on grammar, writing, reading and speaking learning
materials. So, according to the informants, the English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 textbook
is insufficient to facilitate English teachers in teaching pronunciation.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the discussion and findings that have been described in this study. It can be
concluded that teaching English pronunciation is an important thing to be taught to students during the
learning English process in the classroom. The English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 textbook
used in the school of Muhammadiyah 1 Junior High School in Jakarta is not sufficient to facilitate English
teachers in teaching pronunciation. Because there is still no information about phonetic symbols and also
does not cover all phonemes in English in Mind Second Edition Student’s Book 1 textbook.
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